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strategies to reduce greenhouse gas pollu-
tion. We’ve expanded research and develop-
ment of solar, wind, biofuels, and other re-
newable energy resources.

We’ve taken dramatic steps to reduce en-
ergy use by the Federal Government, the
world’s largest energy consumer. We’ve
adopted stronger energy-efficient standards
for appliances and forged new alliances with
industry, including the Partnership for a New
Generation of Vehicles. These are all steps
that reduce greenhouse gas emissions while
saving consumers money and strengthening
our economy.

But we must do more. That is why today
I’m calling for a dramatic new approach to
reducing air pollution from America’s power-
plants, a comprehensive new clean air strat-
egy that will produce significant reductions
in the emissions that contribute to global
warming.

By adopting one integrated strategy that
addresses all the major pollutants—including
mercury and carbon dioxide, the largest con-
tributor to global warming—we can give
electric utilities the flexibility they need to
meet our clean air goals in a cost-effective
way. A key part of this strategy is the use
of emissions trading, which has proven so ef-
fective in curbing the pollution that causes
acid rain. There is strong bipartisan support
for this approach, and I urge the next Con-
gress to take it up as soon as possible.

As we accelerate our efforts here at home,
we are committed to working with other na-
tions to take strong and sensible action to
curb global warming. As the world comes to-
gether next week in The Hague, the United
States will work to make real progress toward
a treaty that is both environmentally strong
and cost-effective. We must continue to
move forward together. The stakes of not act-
ing are simply too high.

Thanks for logging on.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:45 a.m.
on November 10 in the Map Room at the White
House for broadcast at 8 a.m. on November 11.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on November 10 but was
embargoed for release until the broadcast.

The President’s Radio Address
November 11, 2000

Good morning. On this Veterans Day, as
America honors the service and sacrifice of
our men and women in uniform, we are wit-
nessing the extraordinary resilience of the de-
mocracy they’ve pledged their lives to de-
fend.

From our earliest days, the right to vote
has meant the right to participate and be
heard. If ever there was a doubt about the
importance of exercising the most funda-
mental right of citizenship, it sure was an-
swered on Tuesday. No American will ever
again be able to seriously say, ‘‘My vote
doesn’t count.’’

President Franklin Roosevelt once said,
‘‘Democracy is not a static thing; it is an ever-
lasting march.’’ Our Founders may not have
foreseen every challenge in the march of de-
mocracy, but they crafted a Constitution that
would.

The people have spoken. The important
thing for all of us to remember now is that
a process for resolving the discrepancies and
challenges to the election is in motion. The
rest of us need to be patient and wait for
the results.

I want to congratulate both Vice President
Gore and Governor Bush for a vigorous and
hard-fought campaign. Once again, the world
is seeing democracy in action. The events un-
folding in Florida are not a sign of the divi-
sion of our nation, but of the vitality of our
debate, which will be resolved through the
vibrancy of our Constitution and laws. Re-
gardless of the outcome, we will come to-
gether as a nation as we always do.

As this election unfolds, the nation’s busi-
ness continues. Tomorrow I will begin a trip
to Asia that will end in Vietnam. I will be
the first President to visit that nation since
the height of the Vietnam war. I will go to
open a new chapter in our relationship with
its people.

For nearly a decade now, we have been
building a more normal relationship with
Vietnam, basing each step forward on
progress and accounting for Americans miss-
ing from the war in Vietnam. We’ve made
great strides, repatriating remains, obtaining
documents, never forgetting that each case
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represents a brave American with a name,
a home, a family that cares about his fate.

I will make clear to Vietnam that we expect
continued cooperation. I will also offer the
support of the American people as Vietnam
becomes more open to the world, promoting
trade and more ties among our people and
championing human rights and religious
freedom.

We also have important business here at
home. As Congress prepares to finish its
work for the year, I urge the members to
build on the bipartisan progress we have al-
ready made. Let’s finish the job of improving
our schools, resolve our differences on immi-
gration and worker safety, and let’s raise the
minimum wage. We should pledge to get
these things done for the American people
before the next President takes office in Jan-
uary.

A couple of nights ago, we celebrated the
200th anniversary of the White House. We
marked much more than the bicentennial of
a building. Through two centuries of war and
peace, triumph and tragedy, the White
House has stood as the living symbol of our
democracy. It has welcomed every President
since John Adams under its roof, always
through a peaceful transition of power.

This January, as it has done for 200 years,
it will do so again—because of the timeless
power of our Constitution and our undying
faith in we, the people.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:30 a.m.
on November 10 in the Map Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on November
11. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 10 but
was embargoed for release until the broadcast.

Remarks at a Veterans Day
Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia
November 11, 2000

Thank you very much, ladies and gentle-
men. And thank you, Secretary Gober, for
your many, many years of friendship and
your service to our country. Thank you, Mr.
Duggins, for the remarks you made today
and your leadership of the Vietnam veterans.
General Jackson, Superintendent Metzler,

Chaplain Cooke. I think we ought to give
a special applause to Lee Thornton for being
with us all these years and all the work he’s
done. Thank you so much. Thank you. What
a faithful friend to America’s veterans you
have been.

I thank our Defense Secretary, Bill Cohen,
and his wife, Janet, for being here. And Sec-
retary Slater, General McCaffrey, the service
Secretaries, other members of the Cabinet
and the administration, and former Cabinet
members who are here, General Myers and
other members of the Joint Chiefs. To the
Medal of Honor recipients, the leaders of our
veterans organizations who have been intro-
duced and who do such a fine job. To the
veterans and family members, members of
the Armed Services, my fellow Americans.

I welcome you all to this sacred place as
we again pay tribute to the men and women
who have stood at the barricades so that we
may enjoy the blessings of liberty. Here we
are, surrounded by the white markers that
measure the last full measure of their devo-
tion.

Many veterans died in now historic places:
the Battle of the Wilderness; Belleau Wood;
Normandy; Iwo Jima; Inchon; Vietnam; Ku-
wait. Many others fought bravely and, thank-
fully, returned home to live out happy, ac-
complished lives among friends, families, and
loved ones. Still others remind us that even
when America is not at war, the men and
women of our military risk and sometimes
give their lives for peace.

Three such heroes were interred here just
in the past few weeks. They were members
of the United States Ship Cole, working to
preserve peace and stability in a region vital
to our interests, their lives taken on October
12th by a brutal act of terrorism. They are:
Hull Maintenance Technician Second Class
Kenneth Clodfelter, Electronics Technician
Chief Petty Officer Richard Costelow, and
Signalman Seaman Cheron Gunn.

Let us say to their families and to all the
families who lost their loved ones on the
Cole, we are grateful for the quiet, heroic
service of your loved ones. Now they are in
God’s care. We mourn their loss, and we shall
not rest until those who carried out this cruel
act are held to account.


